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Transit economics is a broad area with an 
extensive literature.  The policy issues are 
complex because of the wide range of 
objectives towards which transit is required 
to make a contribution, and because of the 
two way interaction between transit and 
urban form.  This in its turn creates very 
difficult organizational and financial 
problems.

--Gwilliam 2008, p. 19
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Purpose

ωTo catalyze research on the economics of 
transportation for the rural elderly and 
disadvantaged populations

ωAcademic interest

ωIndustry and interdisciplinary 
partnerships

ωEconomic analysis using a full range of 
rigorous and peer reviewed methodology





Urbanized Areas and Urban Clusters: 2010.  Source: U.S. Census Bureau (2015b). 



Different Issuesin Different Rural Areas

ωNo one accepted 
definition

ωάreflects the reality 
that rural and urban 
are multi-
dimensional 
ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘǎέ (Cromartie and 

Parker 2016)

ωIssues vary by metro 
proximity and 
density



Sparselypopulated rural areas:

ωFew transportation options

ωFew shopping, education, recreation, 
employment options

ωDisproportionately elderly, disabled, and 
low-income

ωGreater need for health care and social 
services, including transportation

(Shay and Khattak, 2010)



U.S. Population Ages 65+

http://datamapper.geo.census.gov/map.html



Elderly

ωMost countriesaccept age 65

ω75+ based on social, cultural,and medical 
evidence (Orimo et al. 2006)

ωEarlyelderly 65-74

ωLateelderly 75+



Disadvantaged

Those who have been subjected to racial or ethnic 
prejudice or cultural bias within American society 
because of their identification as members of 
groups without regard to their individual qualities

ÅBlack Americans

ÅHispanic Americans

ÅNative Americans

ÅAsian Pacific Americans

ÅSubcontinent Asian 
Americans

ÅMembers of other groups 
designated from time to 
time 



Poverty Rates for Rural Counties by Racial and Ethnic Groups.  Source: Kusmin (2015).
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Graph from Lloyd Potter, TX State Demographer, 4th Annual West Texas Conference for Rural Health 
Clinics , June 1, 2012, Lubbock, Texas, based on U.S. Census Bureau 2010 Decennial Census, SF1.
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