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Transit economics Is a broad area with an
extensive literature. The policy iIssues are
complex because of the wide range of
objectives towards which transit is required
to make a contribution, and because of the
two way Interaction between.transit:and
urban form. This in its turn creates very
difficult organizational and financial
problems.

--Gwilllam 2008, p. 19



Research onhe Economics of
Transportation for the Rural Elderly and
Disadvantaged

Transportation
CostBenefit

Gerontology
Economic Impact

Sociology

Service Providers



Purpose

wTocatalyzeresearch on the economics of
transportation for the rural elderly and
disadvantagegbopulatiorns

wAcademic interest

wIndustry and interdisciplinary
partnerships

wEconomic analysis using a full range of
rigorous and peer reviewed methodology
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Urbanized Areas and Urban Clusters: 2010
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Different Issuesn Different Rural Areas

wNo one accepted
definition

woareflects the reality
that rural and urban
are multi- I
dimensional %
O2 Y O %hditidad
Parker 201%

wlssues vary by metro
proximity and
density




Sparselypopulated rural areas:

wFew transportation options

wFewshopping, educatiormrecreation,
employment options

wDisproportionatelyelderly, disabled, and
low-income

wGreater need for health care and social
services, including transportation

(Shay and Khattak, 2010)



U.S. Population Ages 65+
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Elderly

wMost countriesaccept age 65

w75+ based on social, culturahd medical
evidence (Orimo et al. 2006

wEarlyelderly 6574
wLateelderly 75+




Disadvantaged

Thosewho have been subjected to racial or ethnic
prejudice or cultural bias within American society
because of their identification as members of
groups without regard to their individugjualities

A Black Americans A SubcontinentAsian

A Hispanic Americans Americans

A Native Americans A Membersof other groups
A AsianPacificAmericans designated from time to

time
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*Native includes American Indian or Alaskan Native race alone.
Source: USDA, Economic Research Service using data from the U.S.
Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 1-year estimates, 2007
and 2014.

Poverty Rates for Rural Counties by Racial and Ethnic Gro8psirce: Kusmin (2015



Texas, 2010
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